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Flight Free 2020 USA is a new climate action campaign asking people to pledge not to fly in the year of 
2020 – provided 100,000 others in the United States agree to do the same at www.flightfreeusa.org. 
Currently, there are eight Flight Free 2020 campaigns underway worldwide - in Sweden, the UK, 
Denmark, Belgium, France, Germany, Canada, and Peru. Flying less is one of the most powerful ways 
that individuals can reduce their carbon footprint, and with experts predicting that there are just 18 months 
to take meaningful action on climate change  Flight Free 2020 emphasizes that now is the time to act.  1

 
“I’ve felt powerless facing the enormity of climate change, and alone in my concern while business as 
usual hurries by.” explained Ariella Granett, Flight Free USA Country Coordinator. “When I learned 
about the Flight Free movement I realized that sharing a pledge with 100,000 Americans to curb my 
carbon footprint and not fly for 365 days is the most powerful way to inspire others to act.” Granett and 
her husband Bhima Sheridan, both volunteers and seasoned travellers, decided to get involved after 
reading about “We Stay On The Ground,” a grassroots organization founded in 2018 in Sweden by Maja 
Rosén and Lotta Hammar to raise awareness of the impact of flying on climate change and to take action 
to reduce carbon emissions. “We emailed Maja Rosén in Sweden and asked how we could help. She 
responded saying that someone needed to start the campaign in the USA- and we immediately said okay 
we’ll jump on it and that’s when our living room turned into FF2020 USA headquarters.” explained 
Sheridan. 
 
The Flight Free 2020 movement focuses on the climate threat of increased air traffic as well as the 
straightforward alternative to not fly at all. Less than 20% of the world's population has ever been on an 
airplane  yet in 2017 airlines carried 4.1 billion passengers . Airlines are projected to carry more than 8.2 2 3

billion passengers by 2037.   4

 
The Flight Free campaign challenges the status quo of cheap, fast travel, taken by few at the expense of 
our collective global future. Time is running out to avert widespread effects of global warming. July 2019 
was the hottest month ever recorded,  Iceland has unveiled a plaque memorializing the first glacier lost to 5

climate change,  plants and animals cannot adapt quickly enough to survive climate change,  and climate 6 7

migrants might reach one billion by 2050 . Flight Free 2020 encourages Americans to rethink travel as 8

usual, and consider alternatives such as teleconferencing or choosing more fuel efficient travel by train or 
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bus. The campaign will show that people are deeply concerned about climate, and willing to change by 
staying on the ground for a year. Industry and elected officials need to address the climate emergency and 
Flight Free 2020 shows that solutions can be straightforward. 
 
Flight Free USA needs volunteers to share the campaign explains Ariella Granett. “We already have six 
volunteers across different time zones but are hoping to find a coordinator in each state. The surprising 
result of starting this campaign, and taking this pledge to not fly next year, is that I have connected with 
like minded people across the country and the world right from my own living room.” Flight Free 2020 
USA has set a goal to get 100,000 pledges by December 31st 2019 at www.flightfreeusa.org. ### 
 
www.flightfreeusa.org 
https://twitter.com/flightfreeusa 
https://www.instagram.com/flightfreeusa/ 
https://www.facebook.com/flightfreeUSA/ 
 
QUOTE SHEET 
 
“By pledging to go Flight Free in 2020 you are joining a movement of thousands of people that recognize 
the immediate need for drastic, and dramatic, action to combat climate change.” Autumn Raw, Flight 
Free 2020 Midwestern States Coordinator 
 
“I personally love to travel and fly, but have recently decided that taking the pledge for a Flight Free 2020 
is one of the best ways I can take action for the climate.” Katherine Leswing, Flight Free 2020 East Coast 
Coordinator 
 
“The more I get outdoors, the more I want to protect nature for future generations. That’s why I will be 
participating in #flightfree2020.” Chelle Costello, Flight Free USA- Western States Coordinator 
 
“There is nothing we can’t do, if not you, then who else, if not now, then when?”  
Greta Thunberg, Swedish Climate Activist, Nobel Peace Prize nominee. 
 
Contacts: info@flightfreeusa.org 
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